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MEMO 
 

Date:   Thursday, May 21, 2020 

Topic: Provincial Announcement on Schools Reopening 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

During a morning announcement today regarding Phase 2 of the Restoring Safe Services Draft Plan, 
the Province made specific reference to school divisions. The specific announcement is found on the 
second page of this memo. Manitoba Education is expected to provide additional direction. 
 
The key part of the message was that schools will be open for staff and some students as of Monday, 
June 1. All school and divisional staff who are currently working remotely will be expected to return 
to their worksites. Currently we do not foresee the need to recall any laid off staff for June. 
 
This new announcement does not mean a return to regular classroom learning. The planned 
reopening of schools on June 1 is for teachers to possibly conduct student assessments, provide 
clinical supports, administer recovery and remedial learning plans and provide therapeutic services, 
as needed. In-person participation is optional for students and families. We ask students to attend 
only if there is a specific need to attend and a coordinated plan between home and school for this to 
happen.  
 
Divisions have been told to submit a plan to the Minister of Education by next Friday, May 29, of 
what this will look like in our schools. There will be separate meetings on Monday of our divisional 
COVID-19 planning team and principals to develop the specifics of this plan. 
 
A couple of key things to note: 

 Remote teaching and learning will continue. 
 Accommodations will be made for staff with health concerns (their own or those of a family 

member) to work from home during June. 
 Students with health concerns (their own or those of a family member) are advised to 

continue their learning from home in June. 
 The plan to have June 16 as our last instructional day for K-12 remains unchanged. 

 
In its announcement, the Province also stated that additional teaching days are proposed for the 
upcoming school year, including starting schools on August 31, 2020 and re-purposing some of the 
non-instructional days throughout the school year. These non-instructional days are the 10 days 
without students normally used for professional development, parent-teacher conferences, and 
administration. 
 
We will keep you updated regarding divisional plans to accommodate this new direction from the 
Province. 
 

Stephen David 
Superintendent/CEO 

Dorelle Fulton 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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Provincial announcement: Facility use at schools permitted effective June 1 
 

Classroom learning will remain suspended for the remainder of the school year. However, schools 

are now open for staff and specific programs. As well, students will be able to meet with teachers for 

the purpose of assessment and planning for the resumption of classes in September. 

 Limited access to school facilities will continue to be permitted in settings where physical 

distancing can be maintained, including: 

 Indoor occupancy limits of 50 per cent of normal occupancy levels or one person per 10 

square metres will be in place. 

 Teachers and students may meet in small groups or one-on-one settings to conduct student 

assessments, provide clinical supports, administer recovery and remedial learning plans and 

provide therapeutic services. 

 Day camps and summer programming may operate. 

 Scheduled students can access school Wi-Fi and/or computer equipment. 

 Counselling access and emergency phone access may be provided for students. 

 The use of outdoor facilities and playgrounds is encouraged. 

 

Remote learning continues but will wind down throughout June as student assessment and 

transition planning begins. This planning may be done remotely or in person depending on local 

needs and individual considerations. 

 

For use of schools during day camps, summer programming and library use, the maximum number 

of children permitted per site is 24. However, multiple groups of 24 can be segregated to prevent 

contact throughout the day with other groups through the use of separate exits, staggered drop-off 

schedules and by monitoring access to the facility to avoid congestion. 

 

A separate entrance to the facility or staggered hours should be established for each limited use 

purpose wherever possible. Washrooms and lunchrooms must have frequent sanitization and 

should be monitored to ensure appropriate physical distancing. Sharing of items, including food and 

drink containers should be avoided to the greatest extent possible. Students must bring their own 

lunches or provided lunches must be individually wrapped in disposable containers. 

 

To ensure students safely and effectively transition to the new school year on a solid foundation, 

additional teaching days are proposed for the upcoming school year, including starting schools on 

August 31st, 2020 and re-purposing some of the non-instructional days throughout the school year. 

The department will continue planning and consulting with school divisions and other education 

stakeholders. 
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