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Planning for Re-opening in Park West School Division 
 

Manitoba is planning the return to in-class learning in September for all students while 
continuing to follow public health advice throughout the school year and for the duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Schools will reopen for teachers and staff on September 2, 2020, with 
students returning on September 8, 2020.  
 
While Manitoba is targeting a return to in-class learning for all in the fall, school divisions and 
independent schools will need to prepare for the following three scenarios: 

1. In-class learning resumes for all, with near-normal conditions.  
2. In-class learning resumes with additional public health measures. 
3. Remote learning from home, with limited use of school facilities. 

 

The province will confirm which scenario will be followed in the fall on or before August 1, 

2020.   

 

Manitoba Education has made full-time in-class learning a priority for "students in K-8, students 

with special needs (all grades), and students who require additional supports who benefit from 

face-to-face interaction with educators and who may have difficulties navigating remote 

learning independently. Their return to school also provides parents and caregivers with a 

greater ability to return to work." 

 

Cohorts:  
As we plan for the three scenarios shown above, we are also looking at how some schools can 
limit potential exposure among students by keeping groups of students, called cohorts, 
together throughout the day.  By limiting exposures and avoiding interactions with other 
groups, we can drastically reduce the potential number of exposed staff and students.  

Attendance:  
Students are expected to attend in-class learning. If remote learning is included as part of their 
learning plan, students will be expected to participate. Parents who prefer to have their child 
home schooled will need to follow provincial guidelines for establishing a home schooling 
program. 

Students who are unable to return to school due to personal or family health risk factors 
related to COVID-19 will be supported in remote learning. This may be done at the provincial 
level and we are waiting for additional information, which we will share with those families to 
whom this applies. 

Planning considerations and conditions of preparedness are based upon the provincial 

document Welcoming Our Students Back: Restoring Safe Schools. 

https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k-12-reopeningplan.pdf 

http://www.manitoba.ca/covid19/restoring/safeschools.html
https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k-12-reopeningplan.pdf
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Planning Considerations for All Scenarios 
 

Plan for All Scenarios: 

Safety and preparedness are paramount. While the goal for Fall 2020 is that all students resume 

in-class learning, school divisions and schools will need to be ready to implement any scenario 

of re-opening, from near normal re-opening to remote learning, based on public health advice 

and changing public health conditions. The province will confirm which scenario will be 

followed in the fall on or before Aug. 1, taking into account the public health situation at the 

time. Schools will also need to be prepared to roll-back in-class learning based on public health 

advice. This may vary across the province depending on different rates of transmission and/or 

outbreaks in particular areas.  

 

Public Health Orders and Guidance: 

Current evidence indicates that staff and students can return to school while protecting 

individual health and minimizing risks from a public health perspective. Schools will need to 

follow up-to-date public health orders and guidance. Guidelines will be adjusted as necessary to 

reflect the latest public health information. Staff and students must stay home if sick or 

displaying symptoms. Self-assessment tools should be made available to ensure awareness of 

symptoms and for daily symptom screening and monitoring. Increased frequency of cleaning 

and sanitation, particularly high-touch surfaces and common/shared areas, will be required.  

 

Physical Distancing Measures: 

Resuming in-class learning still requires physical distancing. Schools will need to consider 

strategies for how to manage foot traffic flow in entrances and hallways to avoid congregation. 

Schools must limit non-essential visitors and stagger drop-offs, pick-ups, class times and breaks 

to the greatest extent possible. Schools should also refrain from scheduling assemblies and 

gatherings that exceed public health advice.  

 

Cohorts: 

In classrooms, on buses and during activities when physical distancing may not be possible, 

emphasis is put on other public health measures and limiting interaction between groups. It is 

important to limit potential exposures by keeping groups of students (e.g. classes) together and 

avoiding interactions with other groups. In the event that there is a case in a class, this practice 

can drastically reduce the potential number of exposed staff and students.  

 

School Transportation: 

Physical distancing and/or cohorts are also required on school transportation. For more 

information refer to the guidelines for transportation to schools (page 22). For the short term, 

parents should be encouraged to transport their own children if at all possible.  
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Priorities for In-class Learning:  

Schools are critical to the mental health and well-being of children. Planning should focus on 

returning as many students to in-class learning as possible while following public health advice 

and subject to available physical space and resources. Full-time in-class learning is a priority for 

early years students and students with special needs, both of whom benefit from face-to-face 

interaction with educators and who may have difficulties navigating remote learning 

independently. Their return to school also provides parents and caregivers with a greater ability 

to return to work.  

 

Speciality Programming: 

Technology education programming can continue, provided public health measures such as 

daily symptom monitoring, physical distancing and/or cohorts can be maintained. For 

extracurricular activities, schools will need to assess their ability to continue.  

 

Blended Learning: 

Teacher-directed remote learning will be an essential component of K-12 education throughout 

the pandemic. Asynchronous (working independently on their own) and synchronous (working 

with a teacher in real time) options can be considered. Remote and blended in-class and 

remote learning plans may need to be implemented on short notice. Remote learning plans will 

also need to be developed for students with underlying health conditions that prohibit them 

from returning to in-class learning (before broad access to a vaccine) and students in 14-day 

quarantine or isolation. Some students will require support to obtain access to devices and 

internet for participating in remote learning. Contact your child’s teacher, or school principal if 

your child requires this support. Mechanisms to maintain ongoing contact with students who 

are participating in remote learning are critical to keeping students engaged. There will also 

need to be planning for other factors that affect learning and the well-being of students, staff, 

and families. 

  

Personal Risk Factors: 

Arrangements will be needed for students, teachers, administrators and school staff who may 

be at higher risk of COVID-19 due to underlying health conditions or other risk factors.  

 

Recovery Learning: 

Some students have had lower participation in remote learning than others and educators will 

need to be creative to address the achievement/learning gap that may exist. Student 

assessment and transition planning should emphasize and respond to recovery learning needs 

identified in June 2020 report cards. Mental health and wellbeing is critical to re-opening plans. 

Professional learning opportunities for administrators, educators and staff should be 

emphasized, as well as collaborative planning and supports. 
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Requirements for Preparation  
 

Institutional preparedness 
o Schedule increased cleaning and 

sanitation and ensure supplies are 
available 

o Plan for increased hand hygiene  
o Develop self-screening and symptom 

monitoring protocols 
o Develop protocols for staff and students 

exhibiting symptoms 

o Develop schedules to stagger drop-
offs, pick-ups, class times and breaks 
to the greatest extent possible 

o Communicate with parents 
/caregivers the need to limit non-
essential visitors 

o Display COVID-19 information signs  
o Create physical distancing plans 
o Create plan to manage foot traffic flow in 

entrances, hallways and shared space to  
avoid congestion 

o Review food handling and no-sharing 
policies to reduce risks  

o Remove or reduce play with toys and 
equipment that cannot be sanitized 

o Review transportation routes, scheduling 
and consider alternatives (e.g. parents) 

o Restrict the use of space that does not 
allow for physical distancing  

o Connect with local public health team for 
supports and information as required 
 

Learning preparedness 
o Determine approach for recovery 

learning and transition planning 
o Ensure schedules allow for time  for 

collaborative planning 
o Develop an assessment plan  
o Plan for blended and in-class learning 

models 
o Plan to ensure access to devices and 

internet 
o Develop and continue to adjust a digital 

and remote learning plan 
o Develop alternatives to assemblies and 

other events to promote school spirit, 
etc.  

 

School staff preparedness 
o Provide orientation regarding public 

health protocols 
o Make adjustments for personal risk 

factors for underlying health concerns 
o Identify mental health and wellbeing 

supports 
o Create a professional learning plan that 

addresses COVID-19 priorities and health 
and safety needs 
 

Students and families preparedness 
o Communicate expectations defined for 

attendance and participation  
o Educate students and families about 

hand hygiene, symptom monitoring and 
other public health measures 

o Encourage families to have a backup plan 
in place in the event of illness  

o Student/family engagement and 
outreach 

o Identify mental health and wellbeing 
supports 
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School Operational Plans 

 
Our planning for the 2020–21 school year sets the following priorities during the pandemic: 

▪ Health and safety of students, staff and school communities. 
▪ Learning continuity for all students, with as many students in class as safely possible 
▪ Supports for students who need additional or special assistance. 
▪ Supports for teachers and support staff to deliver flexible learning to students. 

 
School principals and staff will plan their operations to ensure a safe return to school for 
students and staff while meeting the unique needs and context of school communities. 
 
Park West schools will develop a COVID-19 Operational Plan, prior to opening, outlining how 
the school will manage daily operations while respecting the additional standards. The 
operational plan will detail procedures on how the groupings of students will function and 
move in the school. The individual school operational plans will be completed by September 4. 
 

In developing operational plans, schools will need to consider site specific needs regarding: 

▪ Bus transportation. 

▪ Parent drop off protocols. 

▪ Entry to the school. 

▪ How classes are scheduled. 

▪ Large gatherings, such as recess and lunch breaks.  

▪ Washroom use. 

▪ Movement in hallways. 

▪ Use of auxiliary spaces. 

▪ The configuration of furniture and equipment to ensure that physical distancing is place. 

▪ Hygiene and cleaning protocols. 

▪ Protocols from Public Health for isolating children or students that who become ill at 

school  

 

 

 
 



8 

 

 

School Calendar 
 

Manitoba Education has stated that the school calendar will have three additional days added 

prior to the Labour Day weekend, meaning the school year will start Wednesday, September 2, 

2020 for teachers and staff.  Students will return to class on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 

 

September 2, 3 and 4, 2020 are mandated provincial non-instructional days. Schools are to use 

this time to prepare physical spaces, educate staff on public health protocols, and engage 

collaboratively on approaches to recovery learning and online teaching and learning. 

 

Non-instructional Days for Park West for 2020-2021 
  

 FALL TERM 
 

SPRING TERM 
 

ADMIN PD ADMIN PD 

September 2 1.0  November 20 1.0  

September 3  1.0 February 1 0.5 0.5 

September 4 0.5 0.5 April 16 1.0  

September 28  1.0 May 14 0.5 0.5 

October 23  1.0 June 30 1.0  

Total 1.5 3.5  4.0 1.0 
 

 
Staggered Return to School: 
 
Students in Grades K-12 will have a staggered return to school in September. The purposes of a 
staggered return are as follows: 

▪ Additional time for focused student assessment to finalize recovery learning needs and 
for teaching students about the new divisional guidelines and provincial health 
measures necessary for in-school classes. 

▪ Smaller groups for reviewing learning expectations.  
 
Individual schools will determine whether a staggered return to school is necessary. An 
example of a staggered return would be students in a particular class coming on alternate days. 
 
A staggered schedule for K-12 will be permitted for the first three weeks of school, from 
September 8 to 25. There is a school administration day scheduled for September 28. On this 
day, schools will review re-opening progress to finalize plans for the larger scale return on 
students on September 29.  
 
By September 2, schools will communicate any schedule of staggered entries to parents and 
staff, including the Transportation Supervisor. To the greatest extent possible, siblings will 
attend on the same day. 
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School Re-opening Scenarios 

 
Scenario 1: 

▪ In-class learning resumes for all K-12 students; near normal with public health 

measures.   

 

 
Public health advice 

▪ This re-opening scenario will be initiated based on public 
health advice when the risk of COVID-19 transmission is 
very low, and when physical distancing requirements can 
be removed or modified for in-school learning. 
 

 
 

Physical distancing measures 

▪ Physical distancing requirements can be removed or 
modified for in-school learning.  

▪ All other public health measures remain in place.  
▪ Group size is increased to allow full in-class learning. 
▪ Option for remote learning remains for students who 

cannot attend in-class 
 

 
Areas of focus 

▪ Prioritize core curriculum and required courses.  
▪ Electives may be limited where feasible, if they are not 

affecting educational requirements. 
 

 

Implementation of Scenario 1 in Park West School Division: 
 

▪ This plan would allow for a complete return to school for all students 5 days per week. 
▪ Physical distancing requirements can be removed or modified for in-school learning. 
▪ Core courses will be prioritized. 
▪ Public Health Guidelines may be in place to minimize large groups of students and 

travel. 
▪ Good hand hygiene and cleaning will continue to be critical. 
▪ Staff or students showing symptoms must stay home. 
▪ Families must have a childcare plan in the event that their student is sent home from 

school. 
▪ All students are expected to attend although a plan for remote learning will be 

developed for students who are required to stay home because they are sick or in 
isolation due to COVID-19 infection or exposure. 
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Scenario 2: 

▪ In-class learning resumes with additional public health measures. In-class learning 

resumes, five days per week, for students in K-8, students with special needs (all grades) 

and students who require additional supports.  

▪ Schools may increase in-class learning for Grades 9-12 to five days per week if they can 

maintain physical distancing and limit interaction between different groups of students. 

If not, Grades 9-12 will participate in blended in-class and remote learning, with a 

minimum of two days in class per week. 

 

 
Public health advice 

▪ This re-opening scenario will be initiated based on public 
health advice when the risk of COVID-19 is low to 
moderate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical distancing measures 

▪ Physical distancing is required.  
▪ Create more space for children in the classroom with 

desks spaced two metres apart (minimum one metre). 
This may require smaller class groupings.  

▪ In classrooms, on buses and during activities when a full 
two metres physical distancing may not be possible, 
extra emphasis is put on other public health measures, 
with an emphasis on limiting interaction between 
groups.  

▪ Single classes should stay together to avoid interactions 
with other groups/classes. Where smaller groups/classes 
are not feasible due to a range of electives, physical 
distancing is required.  

▪ Keep larger groups (e.g. several classes or grades) 
together to reduce the amount of interaction between 
students. Locations of classrooms (e.g. same wing of 
school), movement of teachers instead of students, use 
of additional space (e.g. gyms, libraries, multipurpose 
spaces), and alternate day attendance can all be 
considered to reduce mixing.  

▪ Timetable in-class students by cohorts to avoid mixing of 
groups. Field trips must be cancelled if physical 
distancing cannot be accommodated. Outdoor venues 
are lower risk of transmission of COVID-19. Crowded 
venues and exposure to other groups should be avoided. 
Out-of-province and international travel will remain 
subject to ongoing guidance from public health. 

 
 

Areas of focus 

▪ Limit gatherings in common areas, such as lobbies and 
lunchrooms.  

▪ Prioritize core curriculum and required courses.  
▪ Electives may be limited where feasible, if they are not 

affecting educational requirements. Consideration may 
be given to offering some electives remotely/via 
distance. 
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Implementation of Scenario 2 in Park West School Division: 
 

▪ This plan would utilize a cohort model for grouping students. The purpose of cohorting 
is to limit the mixing of students and staff so that if a student or staff member develops 
infection, the number of exposures would be reduced. Contact tracing is more feasible 
when groups (cohorts) are maintained. It is recommended, where possible, that 
students be cohorted by class. It is recognized that cohorting can be more easily 
adopted in K-8 grades. 

▪ This plan would potentially allow for the return to school for all students 5 days per 
week. However, due to scheduling challenges and limitations on cohorts for Grades 9-
12, it will likely require a hybrid model of implementation. 

▪ Students would be expected to physically distance 2 meters in each class OR remain in 
the same group of students (cohort) and maintain a physical distance of 1 meter. 

▪ Limiting class sizes and the mixing of cohorts would be a priority. 
▪ Students who travel together on the same bus will not be considered a cohort. Cohorts 

will be classified as groupings of students during the school day. 
▪ Park West schools may choose to use additional space to meet the physical distancing 

requirements.  
▪ At the high school level, schools may choose to eliminate optional courses in order to 

split core courses and reduce the number of students in the class as a way to meet 
physical distancing requirements, in addition to utilizing other spaces. 

▪ All students are expected to attend in-person and participate in remote learning when 
they’re not able to attend in person (due to health concerns) or when they are 
scheduled to learn remotely. 

▪ Staff or students showing symptoms must stay home. 
▪ Families must have a childcare plan in the event that their student is sent home from 

school. 
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Scenario 3: 

▪ In-class learning is suspended. Teacher led remote learning for all K-12 students. 

 

 
 

 
Public health 

advice 

▪ In the event of moderate to widespread transmission, in-class learning will 
be suspended, but school facilities may be used for specific programming, 
following the guidelines for the limited use of school facilities 
(https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/limited_use_school.html).  

▪ School divisions and schools will make decisions around the use of school 
facilities based on local needs.  

▪ In the event of widespread transmission, schools may be closed and limited 
use of schools will be suspended for all K-12 students. 
 

Physical 
distancing 
measures 

▪ Two metres of physical distancing is required.  
▪ Multiple groups of students can operate within a school setting at the same 

time provided groups can be kept apart. 
 

 
 
 

Areas of focus 

▪ Key focus on literacy, numeracy and other curricular areas as time and 
resources permit.  

▪ Facilitate video and/or telephone contact with students to keep them 
engaged in remote learning.  

▪ Ensure access to learning resources for all, including technology and 
addressing connectivity issues.  

▪ Schedule student appointments and small groups for assessment, planning 
and special programing as needed. 
 

 
Implementation of Scenario 3 in Park West School Division: 

 
▪ In-class learning is suspended, teachers would be teaching remotely. 
▪ We would return to a limited use of school facilities similar to what was implemented in 

June 2020. 

▪ Details of instructional requirements for remote teaching and learning will be 

determined based upon directions from Manitoba Education. 

▪ Participation in remote learning would be mandatory for all students. 
 

  

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/limited_use_school.html
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What Might Re-opening Look Like in Park West in September? 

 

At this point, it appears most likely that the Province of Manitoba will enact Scenario 2 which 

will involve full-time attendance for K-8 students and a hybrid model of in-school and at-home 

learning for Grades 9-12. 

 

Kindergarten to Grade 8: 

▪ In school full-time with a teacher. 

▪ Reduced group sizes, wherever possible. 

▪ Children within groups may interact but must distance from other groups.  

 

Grades 9 to 12: 

▪ In instances in which a single cohort may be formed, students in Grades 9-12 may 

attend full-time every day. It will be up to individual schools to determine if this is 

possible. When possible, students may be grouped due to schedules and course options.  

▪ If cohorts are not possible, students will attend school on a rotational basis (minimum 

every other day). 

▪ There will be reduced in-class contact between school personnel and students. 

▪ Time spent physically in class may vary among grades and schools.  

▪ Reduced number of students per class to respect physical distancing. 

▪ Physical distancing of students and school personnel of one metre within the classroom.  

▪ When students in Grades 9 to 12 are not physically in school, they will be engaged in 

blended learning methods, using a variety of instructional means including online 

learning, guided projects and experiential learning. 

 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 common considerations: 

▪ A targeted curriculum focusing on students achieving core outcomes will be delivered.  

▪ All available spaces conducive to learning will be utilized to support learning. Schools are 

encouraged to explore outdoor or community spaces to accommodate learning.  

▪ Schools will reconfigure their classes in a way to promote physical distancing within 

classrooms. Schools will reconfigure the common areas to ensure physical distancing. 

▪ Schools may look at combining classes and using mixed-grade groupings if doing so 

results in less mixing of cohorts throughout the day. 

▪ To the greatest extent possible, schools will:  

o Plan to have students work in a cohort.  

o Plan to have teachers switch classrooms, not students. 

o Schedule staggered breaks, lunch time, transition between classes, recess, etc. to 

keep cohorts separate. 

o Keep records of cohorts and potential interactions between students/cohorts to 

assist with potential contact tracing. 
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Health and Safety of our Communities 

 
According to Manitoba Education, "current evidence indicates that staff and students can 
return to school while protecting individual health and minimizing risks from a public health 
perspective."  As schools plan for the return of staff and students, a balanced focus on 
maximizing people's health and wellbeing while mitigating risk is our paramount goal. 

Contact Tracing: 

Upon request by public health officials, schools will provide contact information for other 
students or staff who would be considered "close contacts" of the individual that received a 
positive test result. Public health officials are responsible for communicating with "close 
contacts" and for advising the wider school community.  
 
If a student or staff member reports that they have received a positive test for COVID-19: 

▪ The principal will immediately advise the superintendent. 
▪ The superintendent will contact public health officials, seek advice, and collaborate with 

divisional and school colleagues to implement the recommendations of public health 
officials. 

 
To facilitate contact tracing, schools must: 

▪ Record student attendance in school and on buses regularly and accurately.  
▪ Maintain a log of all visitors and itinerant employees who access the building. 
▪ Keep groups of students (regular classes in scenario 1 and smaller cohorts in scenario 2) 

together and avoid interactions between groups. If there is a case of infection in a 
school, this practice can help with contact tracing, but also drastically reduce the 
potential number of exposed staff and students. 

 

Safety and Health Protocols: 

 

Park West has Safe Work procedures to ensure the safety and health of staff, students, and 
other community members that access divisional facilities. These procedures are continually 
reassessed and revised in light of public health orders and guidance. Staff must ensure that 
they are aware of the most current Safe Work procedures and that they implement them 
faithfully.  
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Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The province recognizes that our public schools are essential "to the mental health and well-
being of children. Planning should focus on returning as many students to in-class learning as 
possible while following public health advice and subject to available physical space and 
resources."  

A proactive approach is important to minimize the mental health impacts of the school closures 
on the return to school. Student mental health and wellness is a core element of the return to 
school plan. It can be anticipated that children and youth may experience increased stress and 
anxiety related to the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, children and youth may have mental 
wellness challenges, such as anxiety, depression and substance abuse, which may have been 
exacerbated by physical distancing, including school closures, and may experience symptom 
escalation on return to school. 
 

School division and school leaders are encouraged to implement trauma-informed practice to 
support students, staff and families. Trauma-informed practice includes:  

▪ Providing inclusive and compassionate learning environments. 
▪ Understanding coping strategies. 
▪ Supporting independence. 
▪ Helping to minimize additional stress or trauma by addressing individual student needs. 
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Institutional Preparedness 
 

In planning for the re-opening our schools, Park West School Division shall ensure institutional 
preparedness by: 

▪ Preparing school facilities to accommodate physical distancing, including increased 
sanitation, hand hygiene and other public health provisions.  

▪ Following the guidelines for re-opening school facilities. These will be updated to reflect 
any new public health orders and guidance.  

▪ Posting information about physical distancing, cleaning, and other public health 
measures to help schools prepare for in-class learning. 

▪ Planning for adjustments to transportation routes and schedules for all stages of re-
opening, including asking parents to transport their own children where possible. 

 

 

Physical Distancing and Cohorts 
 

Manitoba Education has explicitly stated that resuming in-class learning still requires a level of 
physical distancing: 

▪ Schools will need to implement strategies to avoid crowding in hallways, entrances and 
other non-instructional spaces.  

▪ Schools will need to limit non-essential visitors and stagger drop-offs, pick-ups, class 
times and breaks to the greatest extent possible.  

▪ Schools will not schedule assemblies and gatherings that exceed public health advice. 
 

Manitoba Education recommends keeping groups of students together (cohorting), and 
preventing circulation and exposure between cohorts where possible, to limit exposure to and 
spread of COVID-19 while pandemic restrictions are in effect. Cohorting is recommended but 
not required if two metre spacing between students is possible. 
 
The extent to which cohorting will occur will depend on available space, age of students, and 
students' developmental ability to follow safety protocols school configurations and staffing 
requirements. 
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Learning Preparedness 
 
Park West will ensure learning preparedness by: 

▪ Developing action plans to address students' recovery learning needs identified in June 
2020 report cards and planning for students using the Recovery Learning 
Guidelines (https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/recovery_learning.html) 

▪ Adapting schedules to facilitate levels of physical distancing (outdoor classrooms, 
frequent and staggered hand-washing breaks, staggered recesses and lunch breaks, 
physical distancing measures in place in classrooms and bathrooms). 

▪ Planning for blended in-class and remote learning models. 
 

Recovery Learning  

 
Recovery Learning is a process to enable students transitioning back from remote learning to 
classroom learning in schools, while addressing mental and physical well-being and academic 
success. Recovery learning in Park West will involve teachers and schools making informed 
decisions about what our students need to get ready for what comes next. We will work with 
students to regain knowledge, skills, and experiences so that they may return to a normal state 
of health, mind and academic success based on what was lost or missed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This process will include academic recovery if required as well as social / emotional 
support and recovery. 
 
Guiding Principles for Planning for Recovery Learning: 

▪ Recovery learning: 
o Meets students where they are in their learning process and the transition from 

remote learning back into the classroom setting. 
o Acknowledges the diversity of student and educator experiences during the 

suspension of in-class learning. 
o Recognizes the holistic needs of students, especially those students who are 

identified as most as-risk due to the suspension of in-class learning and the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

▪ Educators will need to intentionally address the mental well-being of their school 
community in the return to school. 

▪ Educators will need to plan for varying periods and types of recovery learning, 
depending on identified student needs.  

▪ Recovery learning is the process of assessing and responding to identified learning 
needs, in a coordinated, collaborative, and intentional way. 

▪ Some students have had lower participation in remote learning than others and 

educators will need to be creative to address the achievement/learning gap that may 

exist.  

▪ Student assessment and transition planning should emphasize and respond to recovery 

learning needs identified in June 2020 report cards.  

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/recovery_learning.html
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/recovery_learning.html
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/recovery_learning.html
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Remote Teaching and Learning 

Manitoba Education has stated that the upcoming school year will require school systems to 
continue to refine their blended or hybrid strategy.  Blended or hybrid learning is an 
instructional mindset in which online learning tools are leveraged to enhance the face-to-face 
learning that occurs in a classroom. 
 
Should the school closure be extended, or should some parents choose not to send their child 
back to school, Park West School Division will employ remote teaching and learning.   
 

▪ Teacher-directed remote learning will be an essential component of K-12 education 
throughout the pandemic. 

▪ Asynchronous (working independently on their own) and synchronous (working with a 
teacher in real-time) options will need to be developed.  

▪ Remote and blended in-class and remote learning plans may need to be implemented 
on short notice. 

▪ Remote learning plans will also need to be developed for students with underlying 
health conditions that prohibit them from returning to in-class learning (before broad 
access to a vaccine) and students in 14-day quarantine or isolation.  

▪ Remote education should be delivered online to the greatest extent possible, including 
the establishment of minimum expectations for students to have direct synchronous 
contact with their teacher on a regular basis.  

▪ Synchronous learning can be used as part of whole class instruction, in smaller groups of 
students, and/or in a one-on-one context. 

▪ Plans will be developed to support students that require support to obtain access to 
devices and the Internet.  

▪ Enhance staff access to technology (devices, software and systems). 
▪ Provide professional development for teachers on remote teaching and learning. 
▪ Extend arrangements to provide devices to students who would otherwise not be able 

to access remote learning and ensure platforms are accessible for persons with 
disabilities.  

 
The primary focus of instruction through remote learning will be on the achievement of overall 
expectations across all subjects and grades. Students participating in remote learning should be 
timetabled and provided with a schedule of classes that are teacher-facilitated and support all 
areas of curriculum, as they normally would in school instruction. 
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Student Assessment 

To the greatest extent possible, assessment, evaluation and reporting activities will proceed as 
usual, with a focus on the achievement of overall expectations. The primary purpose of 
assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning. 

Progress reports and report cards will be provided for all students, including those who may 
plan to participate through remote learning only. 

 

 

Provincial Assessments: 

Manitoba Education has provided the following direction on the provincial tests and 
assessments schedule for the 2020-2021 school year: 

 
Grade 3 and 4 Assessment and Middle Years Assessment 

 
The provincial data collection associated with the Grade 3 Assessment in Reading, Lecture and 
Numeracy and Grade 4 Assessment in French Immersion Lecture, as well as the Middle Years 
Assessment of Key Competencies in Mathematics, Reading Comprehension, Expository Writing, 
and Student Engagement will be suspended for the 2020-2021 school year.  

 
Schools and school divisions are encouraged to continue to use the assessments as one of many 
tools to help identify students' strengths and needs in key competency areas in order to guide 
instructional planning.  

 
Grade 12 Tests 

 
A decision regarding the status of the Grade 12 provincial tests will be made as more 
information becomes available regarding the return to school in the fall.  
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Student Services and Clinical Services 

 
Student Services and Clinical Services staff are also preparing for a school year that may include 

smaller student cohorts, remote teaching and learning, possible disruptions to on-site learning 

due to student health and pandemic restrictions, use of personal protective equipment (PPE) 

and other changes required to adapt to pandemic restriction requirements.  Personal 

protective equipment is deemed necessary only when staff are working closely with students 

requiring additional personal support. 

 

Park West School Division regularly engages in student-specific, classroom and school-level 

student services planning. We will strive to support students with additional needs in school 

settings where and when possible.   

 

It is expected there may be an ongoing need for some remote learning due to possible changes 

in provincial public health restrictions or more frequent student health barriers to onsite 

learning.  During pandemic restrictions, which may increase or decrease quickly, school student 

services and clinical teams will need to navigate various contexts for student support including 

small cohorts onsite and remote learning. It will be important that student-specific planning 

include continual capacity building for remote learning and use of technology for 

communication and learning where possible, to mitigate disruptions in learning when students 

are not able to attend school.   
 

Priorities for Student Services and Clinical Services: 

 

▪ Wellbeing of students, families and staff 

▪ A focus on equity for our most vulnerable students 

▪ Maintaining connections between school staff and students 

 

Student Services Issues Requiring Additional Planning: 

• Staff and student physical and mental health 
• Student transition planning 
• Planning for students unable to follow physical distancing requirements 
• Designing cohorts where students with greatest needs have the greatest access to 

necessary professional staff and spaces 
• Reducing staff and student circulation in schools 
• Ongoing Remote learning  
• Special needs transportation 
• Home situation and family/childcare availability 
• Equipment and space sharing and cleaning 
• Appropriate understanding, use, care, and disposal of PPE  
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Supporting Students with Exceptionalities in Each Scenario 

 
Park West School Division will consider and enable the full participation and inclusion of 
students with exceptionalities. In circumstances in which supports and services require support 
and adaptation for public health measures, plans must be developed to ensure their inclusion.  
 
Scenario 1: In-class learning resumes for all, with near-normal conditions: 

▪ Schools should review and determine priority educational and social / emotional needs 
for students with exceptionalities (e.g., behavioural, intellectual, learning, 
communication or physical characteristics, or any combination of them).  

▪ Mental health supports for children, students and staff should be in place.  
 
Scenario 2: In-class learning resumes with additional public health measures: 

▪ Regular in-school participation for students with identified needs and those who require 
additional supports, to the greatest extent possible.  

▪ Schools are expected to have in place the same supports and services as noted in 
Scenario 1.  

 
Scenario 3: Remote learning from home, with limited use of school facilities: 

▪ To the extent possible, schools consider and enable the full participation and inclusion 
of students with exceptionalities and/or who require additional supports within the 
school environment.  

▪ Schools continue to offer at-home learning and instruction for all students in K-12, 
including those who require specialized supports and services.  

▪ Teachers and other staff (e.g., speech language pathologists, educational psychologists) 
will provide specialized supports and services to students, including those with 
disabilities, in consultation with families, in order to support learning outcomes at 
home, while avoiding direct contact to protect students’ and staff health. 
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Student Transportation 

Manitoba Education has released Guidelines for Transportation to Schools for the 2020-21 
school year: 

▪ Wherever possible, alternative transportation to school is encouraged. 
Parents/caregivers/students may provide their own transportation, including 
carpooling, walking or cycling, to avoid possible virus exposure on the bus. Note that 
carpooling can also be a risk for transmission. For advice on how to minimize this risk, 
please visit www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/infomanitobans/transportation.html. 

▪ Seats on buses should be prioritized for students who do not have alternative means to 
get to and from school. 

▪ Students with symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend school or be passengers on 
buses. 

▪ Drivers with symptoms of COVID-19 should not drive the school bus. 
▪ All passengers and drivers should perform hand hygiene before and after being on the 

bus. 
▪ Consult Transport Canada’s guidelines when considering a physical barrier between the 

driver and passengers. 
▪ As an alternative to installing a physical barrier, leave the seat immediately behind the 

driver unoccupied. 
▪ When possible and as weather permits, open windows to allow for increased 

ventilation. 
▪ There should be one student (or two students from the same household) per seat. 
▪ Special needs students who require a companion may sit next to their companion 

(treated as if they were from the same household). 
▪ Assign seats so the same students are seated in the same seats every day for regular bus 

routes. 
▪ As per routine protocols, students should remain seated in their own seats and should 

not move around the bus. 
▪ Maintain up-to-date lists of bus riders and drivers to enable contact tracing if required. 
▪ Children should maintain physical distancing (two metres) when lining up to get on the 

bus, and when exiting the bus. 
▪ Ensure there is enhanced cleaning of seats and other high-touch surfaces (e.g., 

windows, railings) before each new group of students attends the bus. 
 
Based on these guidelines, Park West school buses will be operating at reduced capacity due to 

physical distancing requirements. In order to meet the needs of students who get to school on 

one of our busses, we may need to: 

▪ Adjust pick up and drop off times. 
▪ Add routes or additional runs of existing routes. 
▪ Seek the support of families to find alternative means of transportation in 2020-2021. 

As part of a July survey of parents and guardians, 73.8% of bus parents who responded 
indicated that they could arrange transportation for their child(ren) if required. 

 

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/support/transportation.html
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/infomanitobans/transportation.html
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/road/joint-guidance-document-transport-canada-csa-d250-school-bus-technical-committee.html
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Other Considerations 
 
Childcare and Before- and After-School programs: 

▪ Park West School Division and its Early Learning and Childcare partners will work 

together to provide a safe and consistent approach to opening spaces for children in 

childcare centres located in the division. 

 

Community Use of Facilities: 
▪ Permits for community evening and weekend facility use are suspended until further 

notice.  
▪ This suspension of external use of school facilities will accommodate increased cleaning 

requirements and afford schools greater flexibility to repurpose gyms and multipurpose 
rooms for other types of instruction. 

 
Divisional meetings: 

▪ We will minimize in-person gatherings of divisional staff. It is recommended that all 
divisional meetings and professional development be held remotely using electronical 
means. 

▪ The Park West School Division Board will consider meeting remotely via electronic 
means throughout 2020-2021.  

▪ Require social distancing of at least 2 metres if meetings are required. Limit group size 
to the extent possible. 

 
Extracurricular: 

▪ Plans for extracurricular activities and other gatherings will be developed in consultation 
with the chief medical health officer once the group/gathering capacity limits for fall 
2020 are known.  

▪ The Division will also follow the direction of the governing bodies of the respective 
sports and the Manitoba High Schools Athletic Association. 

▪ There should be special consideration as to whether restarting sports with a high degree 
of physical contact (i.e. rugby, football and wrestling) should be postponed or modified 
for the present time. 

▪ Discourage or prohibit the presence of spectators wherever reasonably possible. 
 

Large gatherings/assemblies: 
▪ School assemblies or other large gatherings (e.g., concerts, dances) must be avoided. 
▪ Virtual options should be offered instead of in-person gatherings. 

 

Libraries: 

▪ Given the large number of contact surfaces and challenges with social distancing, school 

libraries will not be accessible by students in September. 

▪ School librarians will implement school literacy and home reading programs via 

classroom visits. 
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Limiting Non-essential Visitors: 
▪ Non-essential persons must not be permitted in the school.  
▪ Limit parents, volunteers for classrooms, guests and others inside the school, except in 

emergency situations, or at the request of the school administrator, whereby they will 
be required to use the screening tool and conform to any expectations of safety, prior to 
entry being granted. 

▪ Parents/guardians can attend the school if they are required as part of the educational 
programming needs of the school (e.g., medical injections, learning supports).  

▪ When a school visit is essential, the school must screen visitors using a self-screening 
tool before they enter the school.  

▪ Use of video and telephone should be used to interact with families, where possible, 
rather than in person. 

▪ A record of all visitors and contact information must be kept.  
▪ Schools must screen service providers, including delivery drivers and independent 

contractors before they enter the school.  
 

Limiting shared materials and equipment: 

▪ Establish clear protocols for bringing materials (i.e. bags, school supplies) into and out of 
schools.  

▪ Make arrangements for storage of personal items. 
▪ Where possible, remove or reduce play with toys that encourage group play in close 

proximity or increase the likelihood of physical contact. Keep toys that encourage 
individual play. Students and staff should not share food and drinks and other personal 
items. 

▪ Label personal items with the student’s name to discourage accidental sharing.  
▪ Strategically limit the number of touch points per day on electronic devices.  
▪ Classroom activities and recess times should not include equipment that might be 

touched by multiple students.  
▪ Due to the increased cleaning required, it is best to decrease the number of 

toys/equipment available to children. Remove toys and other items that cannot be 
easily cleaned and disinfected. 

 
Lunch breaks: 

▪ To the greatest extent possible, students are encouraged to eat lunch in their classroom 
with their cohort to ensure chances of contact and transmission are minimized. 

▪ Stagger break and lunch times, to the greatest extent possible, to allow students to 
wash hands before eating, without creating congestion in washrooms or handwashing 
stations. 

▪ If weather permits, consideration could be given to having lunch breaks outside. 
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Music and Band: 
▪ Schools must ensure that they follow Manitoba’s Guidelines for Vocalists and 

Instrumentalists (https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/restoring-vocalists-

instrumentalists.pdf). 

▪ Choir practices and band practices pose a higher level of risk and special consideration 
should be given to how they are held, the room ventilation and the distance between 
performers. Instruments should not be shared between students. 

▪ There will be no in-person performances or concerts. 
 
Nutrition programs: 

▪ Ensure physical distancing is maintained while students are eating. 
▪ Proper hand hygiene must be practiced before and after eating.  
▪ No self-serve or buffet-style meal service. Food should be served in individual portions 

to each child by a designated staff member. School-supplied food should be delivered 
directly to the classroom. 

▪ Utensils should be used to serve food items. Reusable utensils must be cleaned and 
sanitized after each use.  

▪ Food from home must not be shared with other students and should be stored with the 
student’s belongings.  

▪ Students are not allowed to participate in food preparation. 
▪ Students should have their own water bottle that is labeled, kept with them during the 

day, and not shared. 
 

Out-of-Province Student and Staff Travel: 

▪ All out-of-province school-related student and work-related staff travel is currently 
suspended for the 2020-2021 school yea, subject to guidance from Public Health.  

▪ The rationale for the suspension of travel is as follows:  
o The obvious concern for student and staff safety and wellbeing. 
o Continued uncertainty about predicting the spread, impact, and potential second 

wave occurrences of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
o Travel restrictions and quarantine requirements vary across regions and countries.  
o Significant and unpredictable insurance issues regarding both medical and liability 

insurance for travellers and the Division. 
o Unpredictable cost projections due to uncertainty regarding the availability and cost 

of transportation, variability of currencies and exchange rates. 
o Reducing the financial impact on families by cancelling trips with as much advance 

notice as possible. 
 

  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/restoring-vocalists-instrumentalists.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/restoring-vocalists-instrumentalists.pdf
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Physical Education: 
▪ Schools must ensure that they follow Manitoba’s Restoring Safe Services Sports 

Guidelines (https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/coronavirus/activities-

guidelines.pdf ). 

▪ Focus on aspects of activities and sports in which it is possible to maintain physical 
distancing (e.g. individual skill building).  

▪ Consider closing or modifying non-essential indoor spaces (e.g., close locker rooms and 
have participants change clothes and shower at home).  

▪ Mitigate risks from exposure to high-touch surfaces (e.g., surfaces frequently touched 
by others).  

▪ Limit the use of shared equipment during recreational activities. Any shared equipment 
should be cleaned between use (baseball bat, drumsticks).  

▪ Increase frequency of environmental cleaning, especially of high-touch surfaces that 
continue to be accessed (e.g. water fountains, handrails, floor mats).  

▪ If restrooms and/or showers are available, limit number of users at a given time, 
maintain handwashing supplies, increase cleaning and disinfecting frequency and install 
no-touch garbage bins. 

▪ Consider the type of activity and the spectrum of risk. Sports with less potential for 
physical contact (e.g., tennis) are presumed to carry less risk, whereas sports with more 
potential for contact (e.g., football, basketball) are presumed to carry more risk.  

▪ Consider modifying the activity to reduce contact risk (e.g. no contact rules or focus on 
practices/skill development instead of games, minimize close contact and the number of 
participants in performing arts activities).  

 

Safeguards for Vulnerable Students and Staff: 

▪ School personnel and students within a vulnerable population are encouraged to 
consult with their health care provider to determine if they should attend school or 
work. Students who cannot attend school due to a medical condition will have a 
learning plan established by their assigned teacher with educational support.  

▪ Students or staff who are unable to attend due to being vulnerable should contact their 
school administration to explore an alternative plan.   

 

Multigraded Interaction: 
▪ Unless classes are combined in a full-time cohort, schools should avoid grouping of 

students of different grades. Practices such as multigraded reading buddies, house 
systems, intramural sports, open gym periods, and multigraded teacher advisor teams 
should be discontinued. 

 
Vocational Education: 

▪ It is recognized that schools provide a wide range of educational experiences, and that 
many classes and programs are offered in specialized classrooms and in workplaces. 
Schools are asked to consider how these classes could continue to occur while 
respecting distancing and cohorting approaches.  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/coronavirus/activities-guidelines.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/coronavirus/activities-guidelines.pdf


27 

 

 

▪ As of June 1st, 2020, the High School Apprenticeship Program (HSAP), Cooperative 
Vocational Education (CVE), Credit for Employment (CFE), as well as all other credits 
involving work experience or practicums, including placements for Career Development 
Life/Work courses, Career Development Internships (CDI), and the Community Service 
Student-Initiated Project (CSSIP), are no longer suspended. These programs can resume 
as normal, providing school divisions can do so in alignment with public health 
guidelines and current public health orders (e.g., social distancing, applicable PPE use, 
and hygiene-related recommendations). 

▪ Several technology education and career development education courses and credits 
include work experience and practicum placement and internships where students 
accumulate work hours. Although the suspension of these programs has now been 
lifted, alternative learning plans can continue for the 2020-21 school year. School 
divisions may provide students with the opportunity to continue learning about their 
trade, career, or occupation area in the absence of work experience placements or 
practicums to complete their credit or resume work placements as normal.  
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Student and Family Preparedness 
 
Park West shall promote student and family preparedness by: 

▪ Identifying students with learning exceptionalities and those who are vulnerable to 

disengage from school. Develop and implement strategies to re-engage them and 

prioritize these students for five days a week in-class learning, where possible. 

▪ Communicating expectations for in-class attendance and participation in remote 

learning. 

o Students are expected to attend in-class learning. 

o If remote learning is included as part of their learning plan, students will be 

expected to participate. 

▪ Supporting remote learning for students who are unable to return to school due to 

personal or family health risks factors related to COVID-19. 

▪ Developing comprehensive strategies for regular communication with families to raise 

awareness of the health and safety measures implemented at the school. 

▪ Ensuring the understanding that students may not attend school when sick or exhibiting 

symptoms of illness. 

▪ Signalling that in-class learning may be increased or suspended on short notice in 

response to changing public health advice 
 

Student Screening and Self-Assessment: 
 
Students must be in good health to attend school. Before leaving for school parents/guardians 
should use the guidelines provided by the Manitoba COVID-19 Screening Tool 
(https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/), which include the following: 

▪ If a student shows any cold or flu-like symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat, runny nose, 
muscle ache, headache, nausea, fatigue) they should remain at home. 

▪ If a person in the household has been diagnosed with COVID-19, is in close contact with 
anyone diagnosed with COVID-19, or if anyone in the household has travelled 
internationally or from a restricted part of Canada, they are required to consult 
with Health Links prior to attending school and follow their directions. 

 
In the event of a student or member of the same household reports that they have received a 
positive test for COVID-19: 

▪ The parent/guardian will immediately advise the school principal. 
▪ The school and division will work with public health officials. 

 
To facilitate contact tracing, schools will record attendance regularly and accurately. Upon 
request by public health officials, schools will provide contact information for other students or 
staff who would be considered "close contacts" of the individual that received a positive test 
result. Public health officials are responsible for communicating with "close contacts" and for 
advising the wider school community.  

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://misericordia.mb.ca/programs/phcc/health-links-info-sante/
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Personal Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette: 

▪ Students will use hand sanitizer or wash their hands immediately upon entry into the 
school. 

▪ Students will be instructed to follow all floor signage such as directional arrows or 
physical distancing spacing at all times within the school building. 

▪ Personal hygiene practices that minimize the risk of virus transmission must be followed 
at all times. These include: 

o Covering the mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, or cough 
or sneeze into your sleeve. 

o Immediately disposing of used tissues in a garbage container. 
o Avoiding touching eyes, nose, or mouth. 
o Washing hands frequently, particularly: 

▪ after coughing or sneezing 
▪ when caring for a sick person 
▪ before, during and after you prepare food 
▪ before eating 
▪ after toilet use 
▪ when hands are visibly dirty 
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School Staff Preparedness 

Park West shall ensure staff preparedness and compliance with Public Health orders and 
guidelines in all our schools and workplaces by: 

▪ Orienting staff to new public health protocols that must be followed in the school, 
before resuming in-class learning.  

▪ Including all staff in orientation, including bus drivers, custodial staff, etc.  
▪ Providing orientation to volunteers, if they are on site, to ensure they receive 

orientation when they begin.  
▪ Using the online COVID-19 screening tool to inform staff orientation 

(https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/). 
▪ Presenting information on self-monitoring, managing a suspected case of COVID-19, 

managing shared spaces, etc. 
▪ Identifying staff who may need to work at home due to underlying health concerns that 

make them more vulnerable to exposure to COVID-19, and making any necessary 
adjustments. 

▪ Planning for health and safety training that may be required, and also ensuring that 
professional learning focuses on COVID-19 pandemic priority areas, including recovery 
learning, collaborative planning, mental health and wellbeing and remote learning 
strategies. 

Modifying Behaviours That Mitigate Risk: 

To ensure the safety of the work environment for all, staff will adhere to the Safe Work 
procedures and keep abreast of updated procedures and protocols. 
 
In the event that a family member of the staff person in the same household reports that they 
have received a positive test for COVID-19: 

▪ The staff member will immediately advise their direct supervisor. 
▪ The school and division will work with public health officials. 

 
Staff Screening and Self-Assessment: 
 
Staff members must be in good health to attend work. Before leaving for the worksite all staff 
are to use the Manitoba Health COVID-19 Screening Tool, using the following guidelines: 

▪ If experiencing any cold or flu-like symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat, runny nose, 
muscle ache, headache, nausea, fatigue) they should remain at home. 

▪ If a person in the household has been diagnosed with COVID-19, is in close contact with 
anyone diagnosed with COVID-19, or if anyone in the household has travelled out of the 
province, they are required to consult with Health Links prior to attending school.   

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://www.lrsd.net/leadership/COVID19/Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=/leadership/COVID19/Documents/Workplace%20Safety%20and%20Health&FolderCTID=0x0120003B82599272C42B4689BE5630D18CC3EE&View=%7b3FED72B6-3DA2-4086-9594-7BE21BB46215%7d
https://www.lrsd.net/leadership/COVID19/Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=/leadership/COVID19/Documents/Workplace%20Safety%20and%20Health&FolderCTID=0x0120003B82599272C42B4689BE5630D18CC3EE&View=%7b3FED72B6-3DA2-4086-9594-7BE21BB46215%7d
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://misericordia.mb.ca/programs/phcc/health-links-info-sante/
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Reporting and Contact Tracing: 

To facilitate contact tracing, staff attendance will be tracked during the school year. 

Visitors to schools and itinerant divisional staff will upon entry to each work site, sign-in on the 
Entry Log with the date, name, and entry time, and the location(s) being accessed in the 
building. Staff will need to sign-out their departure time on the Entry Log. 

Upon request by public health officials, schools will provide contact information for staff that 

would be considered "close contacts" of any individual that received a positive test result. 

Public health officials are responsible for communicating with "close contacts" and for advising 

the wider school community. 

Physical Distancing Expectations for Staff: 

Physical distancing measures to reduce your risk of infection: 
▪ Minimize prolonged (more than 10 minutes), close (less than two meters / six feet) 

contact between your co-workers and other individuals in public.  
▪ Where possible, meet with colleagues online or via telephone instead of in person.  
▪ Avoid greetings that involve touching, such as handshakes. 
▪ Avoid travel, crowded places, and events, especially if you are at higher risk (e.g., seniors 

and those with underlying medical conditions). 
▪ Disinfect frequently used surfaces in your workspace. 
▪ Follow public health advice related to self-monitoring and self-isolation if you have been 

exposed to COVID-19 through travel or contact with someone infected with COVID-19. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/coronavirus/workplaces-faq.pdf
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Communication with Stakeholders 
 
Park West School Division recognizes that the success of the school re-opening plan will depend 
in part on parents being informed about new protocols and confident that the approach will 
keep their children safe. To that end, we will clearly communicate expectations and provide 
guidelines to parents and students well before in-class instruction resumes, and throughout the 
year.  
 
Communication strategies may include: 

▪ Prioritizing digital communications, such as fact sheets explaining new protocols and 
links to helpful information, as well as detailed instructions regarding screening and 
pick-up/drop-off procedures and protocols if a child or staff person becomes ill. 

▪ Messages that are important and relevant to all stakeholders will be communicated 
broadly through the use of the school division and school websites (including posts to 
division and school social media accounts).  

▪ Considering alternative delivery models for activities such as parent-teacher 
conferences and school assemblies. 

▪ Providing clear guidelines and procedures for drop-off and pick-up to support physical 
distancing. 

▪ Providing information for students related to school hours, physical distancing, hand 
hygiene, remote learning, and resources to support learning and well-being at home. 

▪ Consistent with applicable law and privacy policies, having staff and families self-report 
to the school if they or their student have symptoms of COVID-19, a positive test for 
COVID-19, or were exposed to someone with COVID-19 within the last 14 days. 

▪ Notifying staff, families, and the public of school closures and any restrictions in place to 
limit COVID-19 exposure (e.g., limited hours of operation). 

 

 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Final Thoughts 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic is a dynamic situation and plans may need to change as new 

information or public health and workplace safety requirements are identified. Park West 

School Division recognizes the likelihood that next school year will bring continued uncertainty 

and we may find ourselves implementing all three scenarios. While our planning will take a 

flexible approach, learning and teaching will continue to be a priority whether at school, at 

home or a hybrid of both.  

 

It is important to remember that there is not a reliance on one single public health measure to 

stop the spread of COVID-19 in the school setting. The risk of a COVID-19 outbreak is less likely 

the more public health measures are implemented and adhered to. Reducing the risk of COVID-

19 outbreaks in schools will require the dedication and support of schools and divisional staff, 

students, and parents/guardians. 

 

 

 

 


